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OKs Protests 


-in the U.S. 


Bxcluslv* !• Thi Tiro** f raw 
, lh» Waihlniton Fail 


WASHINGTON— Faced 
with rising antiwar dis- 
sent among its volunteers 
overseas, the Peace Corps 
is endorsing efforts of 
volunteers who arrange to 
come home to protest, but 
■ remains firm in its opposi- 
, tion to protests overseas. 

Thomas J. Houser, dep- 
’ uty Peace Corps director, 
said recent trips to Wash- 
i ington by volunteers serv- 
ing in Panama, South Ko- 
• rea and Venezuela were 
"the most .constructive 
possible way to express 
feelings on Cambodia and 
Vietnam." 


1 1 h a n public dissent" 

; abroad. 

j Peace Corps Director 
.'.Joseph II. match ford has 
. issued strict regulations 
[against demonstrations 
i overseas that might Intcr- 
-.fere with the affairs of a 
| host country, and some, 
; volunteers have been sus- 
pended for violating them, 

McKenna, who brought 
an antiwar petition signed 
by 93 of the 132 Peace 
Corpsmcn serving in Ve- 
nezuela (he said others 
were too far away to be 
reached in time), offered a 
different argument 
against the war from most 
. of the student lobbyists 
who have flooded the 
Capitol since early May. 

"There is very wide- 
spread and intense discon- 
tent (over the American 
involvement in Southeast 
Asia) in Venezuela by Ve- 
nezuelans," he said, "not 
just students, but all seg- 
ments of the population." 


He said the President's 
staff was aware of the vi- 
sits from antiwar volun- 
. teers, "but not necessarily 
i in detail. The next ones to 
come may want to go to 
the White House with., 
their message.* , j 


Work Affected 


If the volunteer contin- 
gents in other countries 
should decide to send re- 
presentatives here, he 
said, "They will be well re- 
ceived. We'll spend as 
much time with them as 
we can." 

He stopped short, how- 
ever, of offering financial 
or logistical assistance. 

"I don't think it's a pub- 
lic agency's job to be in 
the business of promoting. 
.. and facilitating the ex- 
pression of dissent." 

Private Financing 

The trips of those who 
have come back were fi- 
nanced by contributions 
from the groups they re- 
presented, and their lob- 
bying efforts were ar- 
ranged by student groups 
here. 

Jack McKenna, 27, ofc 
Miami, who has relumed 
to his Peace Corps assign- j 
ment as an adviser to the ] 
city government of Cabu- 1 
dare, Venezuela, after a 

said Volunteers arc turn- 
ing to the new format of. 


I-Ic argued that this feel- 
ing "has affected our work 
and our morale. The Vene- 
zuelans are very sensitive 
about American involve-, 
ment in the affairs of an- , 
other country." 

Since the entry of 
American troops into 
Cambodia, McKenna 
said, "I get questions all 
the time" from the people 
of the city of 12,000, where 1 
he helps organize garbage ; 
collection and other muni- 
cipal services. 

"They can't understand ' 
the war; it bewilders 
them," he explained. He 
j also said that some old sus- : 




piclons of the Peace Corps 
had returned— -"We are ac- 


cused often of being CIA. j 
spies, and this. has inten - 
sified since the Cambodian 
invasion." 

Houser, who met with 
him, praised McKenna for 
a "sensible" approach. ThS 
deputy director suggested . 
that congressmen found it 
useful to hear an indivi--: 
dual viewpoint of what a j 
> volunteer is experiencing ; 
overseas. ! 

"I'm sure a congressman',' 
appreciates a volunteer 
coming back and talking 1 

try where he rvlng, • 
Houser ndcfc. 
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